McDaniel College 
English 3363 Major Figures: Austen 
Spring 2007 
Pamela Regis 

pregis@aol.com 
pregis@mcdaniel.edu 
(410) 857-2437 
Office Hill 213.  MWF 8:30-9:00 and MW 12:30-1:30.  And by appointment. 

Course Description: 

Like all 3000-level courses in the English department, this course aims to provide you with an in-depth look at a given subject matter as well as some exposure to the criticism written about that subject matter.  We will read the six novels of Jane Austen published during or just after her lifetime, along with some of her earliest work--known as the Juvenilia.  We will learn to understand the society in which she set her novels--her own society--with a special view to the role of women in that society.  We will place Austen's work in the history of the British novel.  We will look at some of the film adaptations of her work. 

Texts: 

All texts are Norton Critical Editions, published by W.W. Norton. 

Donald Gray, ed. Pride and Prejudice.  Third Edition. 2001. ISBN-13: 978-0-393-97604-5 
Patricia Meyer Spacks, ed. Persuasion.  1995. ISBN-10: 0-393-96018-8 
Stephen M. Parrish, ed.  Emma. 2000.  ISBN-13: 978-0-393-97284-9 
Claudia L. Johnson, ed.  Mansfield Park. 1998.  ISBN: 0-393-96791-3 
---.  Sense and Sensibility.  2002.  ISBN-13: 978-0-393-97751-6 
Susan Fraiman, ed.  Northanger Abbey.  2004.  ISBN 0-393-97850-8 

Assignments and Grading: 

Reaction Papers.  Six, each 2 pages.  Topics and approaches will vary.  As we accumulate topics, issues, and critical debates in our discussions and presentations, these should begin to inform your reaction papers.  Your own reading in the criticism should also help you write a brief account of what seems to you to be an issue worth pursuing at greater length in a given novel.  At the same time that you hand in your reaction paper, you will hand in a 3x5 card with your name and one discussion question including the indication of a passage from the novel where such discussion might profitably begin. 

Group presentation.  20 minutes.  These will cover background material necessary for the understanding of Austen's novels--such issues as women's rights and education, the running of a country house, and other matters. 

Essay on the Criticism.  Ten titles.  This is an annotated bibliography that contains an argument.  Ideally, each of us will chose a theme or issue--such as Jane Austen and feminism--and read ten critical pieces on this theme, five of which may be from our editions of the novels, five of which must be from peer-reviewed journals found using the MLA Bibliography.  You will present them in a bibliographic essay of between 4 and 6 pages. 

Term paper.  8 pages.  Outside sources required.  Either an investigation of an issue or topic in at least two novels, OR an original essay in response to one of the questions in the Jane Austen Society of North America 2007 essay contest (complete information at jasna.org). 

Midterm and final exam:  Identification. 
  

	Assignment
	Percent of grade

	Reaction papers
	18% (3 % each)

	Group presentation
	12

	Midterm
	10

	Annotated Bibliography
	20

	Term paper
	30

	Final exam
	10


Each assignment is scored numerically. Those scores will be weighted as noted above and your score for 
the course converted to a letter grade according to the following scale: 
  

	A+
	96-100

	  A
	95

	  A-
	92

	  B+
	88

	  B
	85

	  B-
	82

	  C+
	78

	  C
	75

	  C-
	72

	  D+
	68

	  D
	65

	  D-
	62

	  F
	55


If you do not turn in an assignment, it will receive a zero.  I reserve the right to penalize any late assignment one letter grade for each class day the assignment is late. 

Grades will be posted on Blackboard.  To calculate your final grade, I will assign a letter grade to the 
numerical average of all your assignments according to the above scale.  Fractional average percentages 
of five-tenths and higher will be rounded to the next highest whole number.  If that number falls between 
two numbers on the above scale, it will receive the lower of the two grades.  For example, an average 
score of 88.6, after rounding, becomes an 89, which falls between a B+ and an A-. A student with this 
average will receive a B+ in the course. 

Schedule of Due Dates
Assignments are due on the date they are listed.  Novels should be read in their entirety on the day that the reaction paper is due. 

Abbreviations: 

PP: Pride and Prejudice.  W.W. Norton 
NA: Northanger Abbey.  W.W. Norton 
SS: Sense and Sensibility.  W.W. Norton 
E: Emma.  W.W. Norton 
MP: Mansfield Park. W.W. Norton 
P: Persuasion.  W.W. Norton 
JAFD: Jane Austen for Dummies. Wiley.  On reserve at Hoover Library. 
  
  

	Jan

22
	Hello

	24
	Darcy on Film: PP 384 

	  

26
	On Pride and Prejudice: PP 299 

Entail: Handout

	.
	.

	29
	Pride and Prejudice.  Reaction Paper 1.  Question for discussion on a 3x5 card.  Money: PP 403 and MP xiii. 

	31
	 

	Feb

2
	Group Presentation.  Visiting Jane Austen's Georgian World.  JAFD 27.

	.
	.

	5
	.

	7
	Northanger Abbey.  Reaction Paper 2.  Question for discussion on a 3x5 card. 

	9
	Gothic Comedy

	.
	.

	12
	.

	14
	.

	16
	Group Presentation.  Inspiring the Aspiring Novelist.  JAFD 75.

	.
	.

	19
	.

	21
	Sense and Sensibility.  Reaction Paper 3.  Question for discussion on a 3x5 card.   Sensibility : SS 333 

	23
	.

	.
	.

	26
	.

	28
	.

	March

2
	Group Presentation.  Marrying: A Serious Business for Jane Austen and her Characters.  JAFD 149.

	.
	.

	5
	.

	7
	.

	9
	Mid-term exam.

	.
	.

	12, 14, 16
	Spring Break

	.
	.

	19
	.MLA Review

	21
	.Dancing: Wear Dancing Shoes and Bring a Hat

	23
	Group Presentation.  Looking at Ladies' Limited Rights and Roles.  JAFD 163.

Group Presentation.  Being a Man in a Man's World.  JAFD 177.

	.
	.

	26
	Emma.  Reaction Paper 4.  Question for discussion on a 3x5 card.  Jane Austen: Letters to Her Sister, Cassandra: E 327. 

	28
	.

	30
	 

	..
	.

	April 
2
	Essay on the Criticism

 

	4
	 

	6
	 

	.
	.

	9
	Mansfield Park.  Reaction Paper 5.  Question for discussion on a 3x5 card.  Slavery: The Silence of the Bertrams: MP 493. 

	11
	 

	13
	.

	
	

	16
	.

	18
	.

	20
	.

	.
	.

	23
	Term Paper Due in Draft

	25
	Conferences, optional.

	27
	Conferences, optional.

	.
	.

	30
	Persuasion.  Reaction Paper 6.  Question for discussion on a 3x5 card. 

	May 

2
	 

	4
	 

	.
	.

	7-11
	Exam TBA


