Course Descriptions for all EDU prefix courses

1141 Teaching and Learning in a Diverse Society

4 credits

An overview of education in the United States, including identification of pupil characteristics at all three educational levels: elementary, middle, and high school. The course includes psychology of teaching and learning, related educational foundations, and a research-based introduction to current issues in education. This course places a strong emphasis on understanding how students differ in their approaches to learning and creating instructional opportunities that are adapted to diverse learners in order to meet individual needs. Incorporation of selected multimedia and technology and structured observations in elementary and secondary schools are included.  

Note:  EDU 1141 should be completed in the spring of the first year or the fall of the second year at McDaniel College. 

2015 Processes and Acquisition of Reading

4 credits 

Examines the acquisition of reading, the foundations of reading development, and the interactive nature of the reading process. The course content addresses cognitive development, language processes, phonological awareness, phonics, and vocabulary knowledge in relationship to literacy acquisition. Candidates also explore the three purposes for reading and various text formats within a comprehensive balanced literacy program. A 2-hour, twice a week practicum for the semester in an elementary school is the field experience for this course.

Prerequisite: Education 1111 or 1141, sophomore status. This course is for Elementary Education students only. Co-requisite: EDU 2115 Field Practicum 

2240 Planning and Evaluating Instruction

4 credits

Planning and assessment for class and small group instruction is the major focus of this course. The course includes the study of long term and daily planning and the development of instructional outcomes. The course also emphasizes assessment from formative to summative and standardized to performance-based and portfolio. Students will complete a 2-hour, twice a week practicum for the semester in a secondary school during the semester.

Prerequisites: Education 1111 or 1141, sophomore status. This course is for Secondary Education or PK12 education students only.  Co-requisite: EDU 2140 Field Practicum

3312 Teaching Science & Social Studies in the Elementary School

4 credits

Current trends in science and social studies for the elementary school level with an emphasis on student involvement in the learning environment are studied. Students acquire familiarity with a variety of teaching techniques and curriculum materials in these two content areas. A 2.5-hour, twice a week practicum for the semester in an elementary Professional Development School (PDS) is the field experience for this course. This course is to be completed concurrently with Education 3314.

Prerequisites: formal admission to Education minor; Praxis I; Education 1111 or 1141, and 2015; junior status.  Co-requisite: EDU 3314 Teaching Elementary School Mathematics, EDU 3112 Field Practicum

3314 Teaching Elementary School Mathematics

4 credits

A focus on pedagogical issues in elementary and middle grade mathematics education. This includes an analysis of principles for mathematics teaching and learning. Important course topics include content and pedagogy related to number and operation, algebra, geometry, measurement, and data analysis and probability. The course also focuses on problem-based learning and the use of technology in instruction. A 2.5-hour, twice a week practicum for the semester in an elementary Professional Development School (PDS) is the field experience for this course. This course is completed concurrently with Education 3312.

Prerequisites: formal admission to education minor; Praxis I; Education 1111 or 1141, and 2015; Mathematics 1106, 2242, and 3342; junior status. Co-requisite: EDU 3312 Teaching Science & Social Studies in the Elementary School, EDU 3114 Field Practicum

3324 Balanced Reading Instruction and Materials

4 credits

An examination of theoretical and practical issues related to the design and implementation of a comprehensive balanced literacy program. Candidates critically analyze and implement developmentally appropriate instructional practices for phonemic awareness, phonics, comprehension, vocabulary, and fluency. The course content addresses the organization and management of balanced literacy instruction and incorporates the selection and strategic use of effective instructional materials. A 2.5-hour, twice a week practicum for the semester in an elementary Professional Development School (PDS) is the field experience for this course.

Prerequisites: formal admission to Education minor; Praxis I; Education 1111 or 1141, and 2015. This course is for Elementary Education students only. Co-requisite EDU 3124 Field Practicum

3340-3351 Methodology in (secondary subject)

4 credits

An in-depth study of specific methods for the student’s teaching field including national and state curriculum standards in the field, classroom management techniques applicable to the discipline, and varied behavioral management strategies including affective concerns. A 2.5-hour, twice a week practicum for the semester in a secondary Professional Development School (PDS) is the field experience for this course. 

Prerequisites: formal admission to Education minor; Praxis I; Education 1111 or 1141, and 2240. Co-requisite for all methods courses is the Field Practicum EDU 31xx

3340 Choral Music 

3341 English

3342 Art

3343 Foreign Language

3344 Mathematics

3345 Social Studies

3346 Instrumental Music

3347 Art Elementary

3348 Curricular Models in Secondary Physical Education

3349 Curricular Models in Elementary Physical Education

3350 Science

3351 Elementary Music

4205 Assessment for Reading Instruction

4 credits 

An examination of research-supported informal and formal literacy assessment techniques, processes, and instruments within an interactive assessment-instruction framework. The course content incorporates administration, scoring, interpretation, and reporting procedures for a variety of assessment tools. Candidates analyze and select valid, reliable assessments to screen, diagnose, monitor progress, and measure literacy achievement. Throughout the semester, candidates apply intervention techniques and the assessment-instruction process to a case study of a struggling primary reader.

A 2.5-hour, twice a week practicum for the semester at a Professional Development School is the field experience for this course.

Prerequisites: formal interview for admission to Education minor; Praxis I; Education 1111 or 1141, 2015, and 3324. This course is for Elementary Education students only. Co-requisite EDU 

4105 Field Practicum

4417 Reading in the Content Areas: Part I

4 credits

An examination of essential components of the reading process, instructional frameworks, and literacy development across the curriculum.  Participants will analyze reader and text factors, and develop instructional techniques for enhancing vocabulary acquisition, writing to learn, and reader-text interactions. The course content addresses text structure, instructional materials, and technological resources within the context of content literacy.  Classroom observations and practicum experiences are integral components of the learning process. A 2.5-hour, twice a week practicum for the semester at a secondary Professional development school is the field experience for this course.

Prerequisites: formal admission to Education minor; Praxis I; Education 1111 or 1141, and 2240; junior status. This course is for Secondary or PK12 Education students only.
4418 Reading in the Content Areas II

2 credits

(Change font to be consistent) Extends the concepts presented in EDU: 4417 Reading in the Content Areas, Part I.  The course content addresses formal and informal assessment practices, instructional resources, and reading/writing techniques within the context of a secondary content classroom. Candidates will administer, interpret, and evaluate classroom and individual assessment measures and implement relevant instructional techniques in a practicum setting.

A 2.5-hour, twice a week practicum for the semester at a secondary Professional Development school is the field experience for this course.

Prerequisites: formal admission to Education minor; Praxis I; Education 1111 or 1114, 2240, 4417, senior status. This course is for Secondary or PK12 Education students only. Co-requisite EDU 4118 Field Practicum

4422 Elementary Student Teaching – Primary/Half-semester – Professional Development School Placement

6 credits

An internship teaching in an elementary Professional Development School (PDS). Experiences involve full-time teaching with all related planning responsibilities and the extracurricular expectations of the classroom teacher.

Prerequisites: Praxis I, a minimum 2.75 GPA overall and in the academic major, a “C” or better in all EDU program courses, completion of major requirements, completion of all the minor requirements leading to student teaching, and permission of the Education Department. There is an extra fee for this course.

4424 Elementary Student Teaching – Intermediate/Half-semester – Professional Development School Placement

6 credits

An internship teaching in an elementary Professional Development School (PDS). Experiences involve full-time teaching with all related planning responsibilities and the extracurricular expectations of the classroom teacher.

Prerequisites: Praxis I, a minimum 2.75 GPA overall and in the academic major, a “C” or better in all EDU program courses, completion of major requirements, completion of all the minor requirements leading to student teaching, and permission of the Education Department. There is an extra fee for this course.

4425 Elementary Student Teaching – Full Semester – Professional Development School Placement

12 credits

An internship teaching in an elementary Professional Development School (PDS). Experiences involve full-time teaching with all related planning responsibilities and the extracurricular expectations of the classroom teacher.

Prerequisites: Praxis I, a minimum 2.75 GPA overall and in the academic major, a “C” or better in all EDU program courses, completion of major requirements, completion of all the minor requirements leading to student teaching, and permission of the Education Department. There is an extra fee for this course.

4432 Secondary Student Teaching (Middle School)

6 credits

An internship teaching in a middle level Professional Development School (PDS). Experiences proceed from introductory participation to the assumption of full teaching assignment with all related planning responsibilities and the extracurricular involvements of the professional teacher.

Prerequisites: Praxis I, a minimum 2.75 GPA overall and in the academic major, a “C” or better in all EDU program courses, completion of major requirements, completion of all minor requirements leading to student teaching, and permission of the Education Department. There is an extra fee for this course.

4434 Secondary Student Teaching (High School)

6 credits

An internship teaching in a Professional Development School (PDS) at the high school level .  Experiences proceed from introductory participation to the assumption of full teaching assignment with all related planning responsibilities and the extracurricular involvements of the professional teacher.

Prerequisites: Praxis I, a minimum 2.75 GPA overall and in the academic major, a “C” or better in all EDU program courses, completion of major requirements, completion of all minor requirements leading to student teaching, and permission of the Education Department. There is an extra fee for this course.

4442 Student Teaching (P-6 Art, Choral & Instrumental Music, or Physical Education)

6 credits

An internship teaching in an elementary Professional Development School (PDS). Experiences proceed from introductory participation to the assumption of full teaching assignment with all related planning responsibilities and the extracurricular involvements of the professional teacher.

Prerequisites: Praxis I, a minimum 2.75 GPA overall and in the academic major, a “C” or better in all EDU program courses, completion of major requirements, completion of all minor requirements leading to student teaching, and permission of the Education Department. There is an extra fee for this course.

4444 Student Teaching (7-12 Art, Choral and Instrumental Music, or Physical Education)

6 credits

An internship teaching in a secondary Professional Development School (PDS). Experiences proceed from introductory participation to the assumption of full teaching assignment with all related planning responsibilities and the extracurricular involvement of the professional teacher.

Prerequisites: Praxis I, a minimum 2.75 GPA overall and in the academic major, a “C” or better in all EDU program courses, completion of major requirements, completion of all minor requirements leading to student teaching, and permission of the Education Department. There is an extra fee for this course.

2295; 3395; 4495 Internships in Education

0-4 credits

Supervised field experiences in appropriate settings, usually off-campus, designed to assist students in acquiring and using skills and knowledge of the discipline unique to the selected topic.

2298; 3398; 4498 Independent Studies in Education

0-4 credits

Directed study planned and conducted with reference to the needs of those students who are candidates for departmental honors. Qualified students who are not candidates for such honors but who desire to do independent studies are also admitted with permission of the Department.

2115;3124;3112;3114;4105

Field Practicum 

A 2 to 2.5-hour, twice a week practicum for the semester at a Professional Development School is the field experience. (These are for elementary education students only.)

2140; 4117; 4118; 31xx

Field Practicum 

A 2 to 2.5-hour, twice a week practicum for the semester at a Professional Development School is the field experience. (These are for secondary and PK12 education students only.) 

