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HISTORICAL NOVELS OF THE BLACK DIASPORA
English 2265-02, T/Th 10-11:30am, Hill 110
The foundation for inquiry in this course is the position that literature is a space of intervention and agency for Black authors.  The course focuses specifically on the contemporary historical novel as a form through which writers critique normative national and cultural narratives.  We will examine the structural features of the contemporary historical novel—voice/narration, plot development, the incorporation of historical details and the distinction between truth and fact—and consider whether such aspects contribute to or challenge the construction of “master narratives.”   We will analyze texts by Black American, Caribbean and British authors as part of an inter-textual tradition, paying close attention to the thematic intersection and variance that contributes to a Black Diaspora aesthetic.  
Required Texts

Crossing the River (1993), Caryl Phillips
The Known World (2003), Edward P. Jones
Jazz (1992), Toni Morrison
The Farming of Bones (1998), Edwidge Danticat
Small Island (2004), Andrea Levy
Dreamer (1998), Charles Johnson
Course Goals

By the end of the course, students will be able to:
· Identify and evaluate strategies of narration/voice and modes of plot development

· Perform close readings of the texts, analyzing in particular cultural references and historical context 
· Identify themes and tensions contributing to a Black Diaspora aesthetic

· Articulate and support a thesis about the relationship between history, memory and literature

· Synthesize information from close readings, lectures and discussion into a persuasive and coherent essay drawing on secondary sources/literary criticism 

Assessment

· Reading quizzes 

· Short response papers  
· Mid-term exam 
· Paper proposal

· Final paper 
· Final exam 

Honor Code

All work for this course must be prepared, written, and submitted in accordance with the college honor code; see http://www.mcdaniel.edu/120_2333.htm.  Work will not be accepted if it does not bear the honor pledge and student signature.  Plagiarism and other honor code violations warrant zero credit on the assignment, failure in the course, or further penalty as determined by the Provost and/or the Honor and Conduct Board.  See http://www2.mcdaniel.edu/English/dotheright.html for in-depth explanations/examples of plagiarism (and pages 33-36 of the current Student Handbook).  When in doubt, ask.  

Writing Center
While written expression is an important part of the course, we will not spend significant class time on the rudiments of composition.  I strongly encourage you to make use of the Writing Center throughout the semester, particularly in relation to your final paper.  I am available for consultation during my office hours and by appointment and am happy to review or address a particular facet of an assignment (for example, thesis statement, use of quotes, coherence of argument, and so on).  The Writing Center is located in Hill Hall, Room 101.  Plan ahead and make an appointment. 
Office Hours

I encourage you to view office hours as an extension of our in-class interaction.  They are a great opportunity to follow up on a class discussion, ask for further clarification or bring a particular concern to my attention.  It is to your benefit to gather your thoughts or identify a particular question or concern prior to visiting during office hours so that we can spend as much time as possible thinking through your question or topic.  Of course, if something occurs to you on the spur of the moment, please do bring it to my attention.    
Course Requirements

Attendance
More than three unexcused absences will lower your grade by 1/3 (B+ to B, B to B-, B- to C+).  Unexcused absences include routine reasons for missing class (overslept, sick, tired, unprepared, etc.); excused absences include the death of a family member and medical emergencies.  Students are responsible for obtaining lecture/discussion notes from a classmate and handouts (if applicable) from the professor after an absence.  A missed reading quiz will not be factored into a student’s grade.  Short response papers must be submitted to the digital drop-box (Blackboard) or my department mailbox (Hill Hall, second floor) by 5pm on the day of an (unexcused) absence.  Attendance for both the mid-term and final exams is mandatory.   
Workload

You should spend anywhere from six to eight hours per week in preparation for this course.  We will read an average of 150 pages per week (sometimes more).  I expect you to look up unfamiliar words and make notations when you have a question about a difficult passage.  As the semester progresses I expect that students will draw connections between the various novels.  In other words, we never completely “finish” with a particular novel; you should be able to speak about the texts individually and as a larger body of work.    
Participation









10%


You must arrive to class on time, complete all assigned reading, bring the text or essay(s) for the day to class, turn in written work when it is due, and participate in discussion.  Showing up and “saying anything” does not constitute participation.  I expect you to ask questions, support your claims and responses with material from readings or lectures, and respectfully engage classmates in discussion.  Two participation grades will be given: one at the time of the midterm and the other at the end of the semester.  The midterm participation grade indicates how you are faring in class and gives you an opportunity to improve by the end of the semester if necessary.  Participation will be graded on a check minus (3 points) check (4 points) and check plus (5 points) basis.  
· Check - : tardy, unprepared for discussion, distracts other students, rarely contributes or does so without critical reflection

· Check: punctual, contributes fairly regularly, but could improve in quality of responses and level of engagement with other students’ questions/comments
· Check + : punctual, contributes regularly, responses reflect critical engagement with the texts, engages other students’ questions/comments, raises the level of discussion by sharing insightful questions or comments

Reading Quizzes








 5%
Reading quizzes are unannounced, short tests on the assigned reading material at the beginning of class.  They are used to ascertain whether students are doing the required reading and will focus primarily on details such as character names and relationships, setting and critical details of the plot.  Studying for reading quizzes should consist only of reading the assigned material.  
Response Papers








15%
Response papers serve three purposes: first, they will be used to initiate discussion; second, they are short exercises through which you can develop your writing style; third, they may help you identify productive paper topics.   

I will assign questions one class before the response is due.  If you are absent when a response question is assigned, it is your responsibility to contact a classmate promptly so that you will have your response prepared for the next class (you may contact me as well, however I may not have immediate access to email and I check voice mail only periodically).  Response papers must be two pages in length, typed in Times New Roman 12 pt. font and double-spaced with no more than 1 inch margins.  Support your analysis with specific references to the text (include page numbers).  I will not accept hand-written responses.  Responses are graded on a check minus (3 points), check (4 points) and check plus (5 points) basis.  
· Check - : multiple spelling and grammar errors, weak or incoherent argument, lack of textual support  

· Check: free of major errors, good argument with appropriate textual support 
· Check + : free of major errors, advances a sophisticated argument or draws critical connections not apparent to most students 
Midterm Exam








15%
The midterm exam combines identifications, short answer and at least one essay question.  Further information will be given later in the semester.
Paper Proposal








10%
The paper proposal must be two pages in length, typed in Times New Roman 12 pt. font and double-spaced with no more than 1 inch margins.  Further details will be provided later in the semester.  Proposals will be graded on a check minus (3 points), check (4 points) and check plus (5 points) basis.  
· Check - : multiple errors, does not follow directions, lacks a clear thesis statement

· Check: free of major errors, meets basic requirements/directions, raises an interesting question or makes a compelling claim, strong thesis that is not so broad as to preclude in-depth analysis

· Check + : free of major errors, makes a compelling claim, thesis shows signs of preliminary research, strong sense of how the paper will develop

Final Paper









25%

The final paper should be seven to nine pages in length (not including a works cited page).  Some ways to approach the paper might be to explore the significance of a particular theme in one of the novels; critique a particular strategy of narrative voice and its effect on the text; consider the different positions two authors take on a particular historical event; or evaluate the text in light of contemporary political, social, or cultural movements.  The final paper should be written in MLA format and incorporate at least 5 peer reviewed secondary sources (journal articles, scholarly book or chapter).  Further information will follow later in the semester. 
Final Exam









20%

The final exam is comprehensive and the same format as the midterm exam.   Further information will be given later in the semester.
Grade Scale

	A
97-100
	B+
87-89


	C+
77-79



	A
93-96


	B
83-86


	C
73-76



	A-
90-92


	B-
80-82


	C-
70-72




Classroom Policies

Beverages and snacks may be brought to class provided that all trash is disposed of properly.  Food that causes undue distraction, or anything resembling an entire meal, is prohibited (a granola bar is fine, a Subway sandwich is not).  

Schedule of Readings and Assignments
August 29
Review of syllabus, introductory lecture
August 31

Nora, Pierre, “Between Memory and History: Les Lieux de Mémoire,” Representations 26 (1989) 7-24.  

September 5
Crossing the River 1-94 
September 7

Crossing the River 97-end
September 12
The Known World 1-103
September 14

The Known World 105-145
September 19
Known World 147-243
September 21

Known World 245-315
September 26
Known World 317-end
September 28
Jazz xv-51
October 3
Jazz 53-162
October 5
Jazz 165-end
October 10
Midterm review; discuss paper proposals
October 12

Midterm exam


October 17
Fall Break—no class


October 19
Paper proposals due
October 24
The Farming of Bones 1-99
October 26
The Farming of Bones 100-217
October 31
The Farming of Bones 218-end
November 2
Open
November 7

Small Island 1-89
November 9
Small Island 93-178
November 14
Small Island 181-278
November 16


Small Island 281-345
November 21
Small Island 349-end
November 23

Thanksgiving break—no class
November 28
Dreamer 1-101
November 30

Dreamer 102-185
December 5
Dreamer 186-end
December 7

Open/TBA
Final Exam: ________________________
Final Paper: ________________________ 
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