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Informed Consent
Research Title: 

Woman and Literacy: 

A Study of Writing in the Life Cycle of Women

My name is Jane Smith, and I am a Professor at McDaniel College. I am inviting you to participate in a research study. Involvement in the study is voluntary, so you may choose to participate or not. This sheet will explain the study to you and please feel free to ask questions about the research if you have any. I will be happy to explain anything in greater detail if you wish, for I plan to conduct this study with the highest standards of research ethics.
I am interested in learning more about the role and benefits of writing in the entire life cycle of a female, especially females who have reached an advanced age and can reflect on functions and uses of written composition at this stage of their lives. You will be asked to keep a journal for the duration of one year, and to record two kinds of material in this journal: (1) writing on topics of your choice, and (2) writing reflections on the act of journaling. All information will be kept confidential and anonymous; your name will not appear anywhere and no one will know about your specific entries except myself and my two undergraduate research assistants. To maintain confidentiality, we will assign a number to your responses, and only we will have the key to indicate which number belongs to which participant. Moreover, in any articles or any presentations, we will use a made-up name for you, and we will either not reveal details or will change details necessary to protect your anonymity. I will store your journal materials in my office in a locked file cabinet to which only I have access.
The benefit of this research is that you will be helping us to gain insight into actual uses of writing in the life of mature women. There are no ascertainable risks to you for participating in this study. In addition, you have this right to withdraw from the study, without penalty, at any time.

If you have future questions about this research you may contact me at jsmith@mcdaniel.edu. If you have any questions about your rights as a participant in this research, you may contact McDaniel College’s Institutional Review Board at irb@mcdaniel.edu. 

All of my questions have been answered, and I wish to participate in this research study. ADVANCE \d 5
_________________________________________           _________________________
Signature of female/participant                                             Date

_________________________________________          _________________________
Print name of participant 
[NOTE: In extremely limited circumstances, a participant may not wish to remain anonymous. Examples would be a study interviewing media executives on the making of Hollywood blockbusters or Vietnamese women and the role of Vietnamese community groups in helping them to adjust to life in U.S. metropolitan areas. In these rare cases, an additional signature line may be added:]

I understand the nature of this study and the possible risks and benefits to me, and I do not wish to remain anonymous.

___________________________________________        __________________________

Signature of female/participant

 
       Date
