Housing/Food Service Agreement-Office of Residence Life-McDaniel College
2010-2011
The purpose of this document is to establish a mutual agreement between the student and McDaniel College with regard to living in College housing.

I.  Agreement of Terms

A.  Under this agreement, the student is entitled to the privacy of the assigned room (except as stated in II, G), the use of public facilities of the residence facility, and the services rendered in order to pursue his/her educational goals.

B.  This agreement with appropriate signature(s), housing deposit, security deposit, and required payment is effective from the date of receipt by the College for one academic year (9 months).  Students not registered for January Term and/or Spring Semester will be released from those portions of this agreement.  
C.  The Housing Contract is a legally binding document that financially obligates a resident to the end of the contractual period.  Should a mid-semester withdrawal from College housing become necessary because of prolonged illness or similar unusual circumstance, the following refund policy will prevail:

Room rate refund in the event of withdrawal from College housing:
	First week of classes
	80%
	Third week of classes
	40%

	Second week or classes
	60%
	Fourth week of classes
	20%


D.  Students must vacate college housing within 48 hours of withdrawal, release, or termination of this agreement.  Students are required to leave campus within 24 hours of their last exam.

E.  Residents of College housing must be degree-seeking, full-time students for each semester of occupancy.  Residents falling below full-time status may be permitted to reside on campus pending approval from the Director of Residence Life and must pay the full-time tuition rate.  The College also reserves the right to terminate this agreement in the event that a student enrolled in a full-time course load is discovered to be neglecting their responsibilities as a student and/or serving as a disruptive influence on the campus community.
F. The resident understands that the College does not provide room and board during regularly scheduled vacation periods or recesses (e.g. 

Thanksgiving, Semester Break, Spring Break).  Only students registered for January Term are permitted to be on campus during that time.  Students needing exemption(s) from the above must complete a Break Extension Form and receive prior approval from the Office of Residence Life in order to stay on campus. 

G.  Freshmen residents must select the 240 or 210 Block meal plan.  Upperclass residents in traditional halls must select a 240, 210, 180, or 150 Block plan.  Residents living in campus housing with its own kitchen may select from any of the optional meal plans.  
H.  The College reserves the right to adjust meal hours and service locations.

II. Conditions & Responsibilities
A. The College will not discriminate based on race, creed, national origin, disability, sexual orientation, or status with regard to financial assistance when placing a student in a room assignment.

B. Occupancy of room shall be only to the students to whom the room is assigned.  Rooms may not be sublet to another person nor are room changes permitted without authorization from the Residence Life Staff.  Room changes may be requested after the first two weeks of each semester.

C.  A non-resident of the room may not be accommodated in the room for more than 3 nights during any 30-day period.

D.  The resident agrees to abide by all college policies and housing regulations.  The College reserves the right to terminate this agreement and may remove a student from College housing for any conduct which violates College and/or housing policies and/or state law.

E.  The College reserves the right to move residents from one space to another without their consent in order to meet its responsibilities to student health, safety, and well-being; maintain, operate, or renovate facilities; convert rooms for occupancy by the opposite sex; or consolidate residents for reasons of security or closings.  
F.  The College is not liable for damage or loss of personal property, failure or interruption of utilities, or injury to persons.  Students are encouraged to obtain their own personal property loss insurance.

G  Authorized College personnel may enter student rooms for normal inspection and maintenance purposes.  Authorized College personnel will inspect the student’s room at the beginning and end of this agreement in addition to routine maintenance and safety inspections during the academic year.  Students are required to submit a Room Condition Report form upon moving in and vacating their assigned room.  If it is found that the student has incurred a damage and/or cleaning bill in excess of $250.00, the College reserves the right not to enter into subsequent housing agreements with the student.

H.  Students will be held responsible for damages to their rooms and their contents, and for damages to public areas in the residence facilities.  The College will assess those members of a living area (floor, suite, wing, section, building) when the responsible individual(s) cannot be determined.

I.  A student who is in a double room without a roommate may be assigned a roommate in one of the following ways: (1) accept a resident in his/her assigned room or (2) accept a room change and move in with another resident.  Consolidation will be made at the discretion of the Director of Residence Life.

J.  Residents may have the option of paying for a double as a single, providing the space is available, at the discretion of the Office of Residence Life.  Students wishing to exercise this option (if offered) must agree to welcome a roommate, should it become necessary, in exchange for a refund of the single fee.

III. Deposits

A.  The student understands that the $200.00 housing deposit is applied only to the room charges and will be forfeited if the resident cancels his/her housing.  This deposit cannot be applied to any other college charges.  The deposit reserves a space, not necessarily a specific room assignment.

B.  The student understands that the $200.00 security deposit is to be held for the duration of the student's residency.  The deposit will be returned less any amount deducted for damages or outstanding bills when the student leaves College housing.

Acceptance Agreement for Residence

I understand: THAT College housing is provided to supplement the educational mission of the students; THAT living in College housing is a privilege which has corresponding responsibilities; THAT room assignments will be made by the Office of Residence Life and all changes must be approved in advance; THAT it is necessary that College housing facilities function in such a manner as to foster and encourage good study habits and to provide programs and activities which contribute to the education of resident students; 
THAT I will be held accountable for all actions and behavior of my guests while visiting in my room and/or on campus; AND THAT the Office of Residence Life reserves the right to consolidate spaces or reassign students when necessary to utilize spaces more effectively and accommodate housing needs.

I agree: TO accept responsibilities involved in living in College housing while accepting the privilege of living on campus; TO abide by and uphold all of the regulations of the College.  TO do my part in keeping the residence facilities clean and attractive at all times; TO accept responsibility and to exercise my influence in the student community to prevent damage or identify responsible individuals to College officials; AND TO be considerate of others at all times, and avoid any activities which may interfere with sleep or study of other residents.  I will adhere to both the letter and spirit of the responsibilities of this agreement.  If I should violate this agreement or any part thereof, I agree to accept whatever sanction is imposed with the right to appeal to the proper authorities.  I have read and agree to comply with the policies, regulations, and guidelines of the College.  I have read and agree to the terms of this agreement as stated on this form.
