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WRITING ABOUT LITERATURE
English 1102-02, T/Th 10:00-11:30am, Hill 222
This course focuses on literary analysis and the composition and revision of essays about literature.  You will build upon you skills in asserting a thesis and providing support for that claim, while also developing your skills as a critical reader—one who reads actively, analyzes, draws inferences, and engages multiple texts together.  
Required Texts

The Color Purple, Alice Walker
Their Eyes Were Watching God, Zora Neale Hurston
Sula, Toni Morrison
The Longman Handbook for Writers and Readers

Course Goals

· Demonstrate proficiency in writing clear sentences, well-developed paragraphs and compelling essays

· Read critically, evaluating the use of literary devices and analyzing the significance of cultural, historical and political references in the texts
· Communicate effectively in three ways: through expository writing, an oral presentation and within group/class discussions
· Evaluate and engage secondary sources and literary criticism
· Synthesize information from close readings, lectures, discussion and secondary sources in a persuasive and coherent paper 
· Enhance vocabulary based on readings and class discussions
Assessment

· Discussion questions
· Class participation

· Vocabulary

· Oral presentation 

· Workshop/peer review 

· Mid-term exam (short answer and at least one essay)
· Final exam (short answer and at least one essay)
· Two research papers (one pre-set topic, one topic of your choice)

Honor Code

All work must be prepared, written, and submitted in accordance with the college honor code; see http://www.mcdaniel.edu/120_2333.htm.  Work will not be accepted if it does not bear the honor pledge and student signature.  Plagiarism and other honor code violations warrant zero credit on the assignment, failure in the course, or further penalty as determined by the Provost and/or the Honor and Conduct Board.  See http://www2.mcdaniel.edu/English/dotheright.html for in-depth explanations/examples of plagiarism (and pages 33-36 of the current Student Handbook).  When in doubt, ask.  

Writing Center
While we will spend time in class working on writing, I strongly encourage you to make use of the Writing Center throughout the semester.  The Writing Center is located in Hill Hall, Room 101.  Plan ahead and make an appointment.  
Office Hours

I encourage you to view office hours as an extension of our in-class interaction.  They are a great opportunity to follow up on a class discussion, ask for further clarification or bring a particular concern to my attention.  It is to your benefit to gather your thoughts or identify a particular question or concern prior to visiting so that we can spend as much time as possible thinking through your question or topic.  
Course Requirements

Attendance
More than three unexcused absences will lower your grade by at least 1/3 (B+ to B, B to B-, B- to C+).  Unexcused absences include routine reasons for missing class (overslept, sick, tired, unprepared, just one of those days, etc.); excused absences include the death of a family member and medical emergencies.  Athletes should meet with me at the beginning of the semester to discuss sports-related absences as they are not automatically excused.  Students are responsible for obtaining lecture/discussion notes from a classmate and handouts (if applicable) from the professor after an absence.  Written work must be submitted via email or to my department mailbox (Hill Hall 204) by 4:30pm on the day of the unexcused absence.  You will not receive credit for work submitted after the deadline.  
Since successful students begin important assignments before the day they are due, your absence (due to illness, etc.) should not preclude you from submitting workshop materials on time or responding to group members’ work in the time-frame indicated.  Absence during in-class workshops is seriously discouraged.  
Tardiness past 20 minutes constitutes an absence (it is still worth attending class to participate in discussion).  Attendance is mandatory for both the mid-term and final exams.  
Written Work
All written work should be typed (unless otherwise noted) and headed using MLA format (excluding a title page).  See Longman Handbook p. 673 for an example.  The title should simply identify the assignment (unless it is a research paper).  Drafts, final papers and exams are graded “blind”; you will use a four-digit code instead of your name to identify your work.  
Workload

You should spend anywhere from six to eight hours per week in preparation for this course.  We will read approximately 100-150 pages per week.  I expect you to look up unfamiliar words and make notations when you have a question about a difficult passage.  As the semester progresses I expect that students will draw connections between the various novels.  In other words, we never completely “finish” with a particular novel; you should be able to speak about the texts individually and in relation to one another.  
Discussion Questions (30 pts.)






 5%

Discussion questions are available on Blackboard at least one class before they are due.  You must answer the questions in full sentences and cite page numbers for relevant material.  Discussion questions help focus your reading, and ensure that you have something to contribute in class.  Discussion questions will be collected at the end of the class period.  I do not accept hand-written responses.   
Participation
(50 pts.)







10%


You must arrive to class on time, complete all assigned reading, bring the text or essay(s) for the day to class, turn in written work when it is due, and participate in discussion.  Showing up and “saying anything” does not constitute participation.  I expect you to ask questions, support your claims and responses with material from readings or lectures, and respectfully engage classmates in discussion.  
Workshop/Peer Review (100 pts.)






15%
Your workshop/peer review grade is earned over the course of the semester.  Half of the points are earned according to 1) whether you met deadlines, and 2) the quality of your workshop participation as assessed by the professor.  The second half of the points are earned according to your overall participation as assessed by your group members and reflects the average of their individual assessments.  Group members are expected to: share and respond to work according to the stated deadlines; provide clear explanations and suggestions for improvement; remain engaged throughout workshop meetings; accept (helpful) criticism well; know when to focus on higher order vs. lower order concerns.
Format: Drafts should be sent as attachments via email to one’s group members and uploaded to the Blackboard Digital Dropbox for the professor according to the timeline established in the course calendar.  You will read and respond to your group members’ drafts prior to the next class meeting.  During workshops you will share, clarify and expound upon your feedback.  Responses must be typed, headed appropriately and submitted in one of two forms: 
· Open the attachment and insert comments (in Word, go to “Insert,” “Comment”); print and bring to class 1 copy of the amended document to give to your group member.  
· Print the attachment and sequentially number your typed responses (your group member is then able to match the number in the margin to the relevant comment); print and bring to class 1 copy of the numbered document and the corresponding (typed) comments to give to your group member.  
Vocabulary (50 pts.)








10%
Short vocabulary quizzes will be given using words from the assigned reading.  The words and their definitions will be available on Blackboard one week before each quiz.
Midterm Exam (50 pts.)







10%

The midterm exam combines identifications, vocabulary, short answer and at least one essay question.  Further information will be given later in the semester.
Research Papers (100 pts. each)






30%

The first paper should be four to five pages in length (not including a works cited page), and include two peer-reviewed secondary sources (journal articles, scholarly book or chapter).  The second paper should be six to eight pages in length, and include four peer-reviewed secondary sources.  Research papers should be written in MLA format.  Further information will follow later in the semester. 
Oral Presentation (50 pts.)







10%

The oral presentation is six to eight minutes in length and may be given on one of two topics:
· Research Paper #2

· The Craft of Writing

Selected portions of the presented material will appear on the final exam.  More information will follow later in the semester. 
Final Exam (50 pts.)








10%

The final exam is comprehensive and much the same format as the midterm exam.  Further information will be given later in the semester.
*Percentages are approximate; grade is determined by pts. earned ÷ pts. possible. 

Grade Scale

	A
97-100
	B+
87-89


	C+
77-79


	D+        67-69

	A
93-96


	B
83-86


	C
73-76


	D           63-66

	A-
90-92


	B-
80-82


	C-
70-72


	D-          60-62


Classroom Policies

Beverages and snacks may be brought to class provided that all trash is disposed of properly.  Food that causes undue distraction, or anything resembling an entire meal, is prohibited (a granola bar is fine, a Subway sandwich is not).  
The syllabus is likely to change over the course of the semester as I make adjustments based on class progress and feedback.  Revisions will be made available online and brought to students’ attention.  I will not make revisions to percentage distributions for the final grade.  
Schedule of Readings and Assignments
January 22
Review of syllabus; Good Writing
January 25
Literary Terms and Devices; What Is Analysis?; “How It Feels To Be Colored Me”
January 30
About Alice Walker; The Color Purple 1-47; Vocabulary Quiz 
February 1
The Color Purple 48-103
February 6

The Color Purple 104-174
February 8
The Color Purple 175-end; Reading and Evaluating Sources 
February 13
Literary Criticism; Vocabulary Quiz; Brainstorming; Theme v. Thesis; Paper #1: Details
* Begin brainstorming research paper ideas

February 15
Research Skills: Search Engines, Websites, Journals, Scholarly Texts 
February 20
Rhetorical Analysis; What Is At Stake?: Longman 45 G and H
*Email working thesis to professor for Paper #1 by 8pm, February 21 (in body of email); bring The Color Purple to class on 2/22
February 22
Paper #1 Thesis Check; Primary Source Quotes Outline; Topic Sentences/Paragraph Development: Longman Chapter 9 
*Paper #1, Draft #1 (3 pages, at least 1 secondary source): email group members and upload to Blackboard by Sunday, 8pm

February 27
Workshop Paper #1, Draft #1; Integrating Secondary Source Quotes: Longman Chapter 50; MLA Style: Longman Chapter 52
March 1
Film: The Color Purple—class will likely be rescheduled for an evening viewing 
*Paper #1, Draft #2 (4-5 pages, 2 secondary sources): email group members and upload to Blackboard by Sunday, 8pm

March 6
Workshop Paper #1, Draft #2; Review for Midterm; Midterm Evaluations
March 8
Midterm exam 

*Paper #1 due Friday, March 9, 3pm—Upload to Blackboard
Spring Break
March 20
Papers Returned; TBA
March 22
About Zora Neale Hurston; Their Eyes Were Watching God 1-89; Vocabulary Quiz
March 27
Their Eyes Were Watching God 90-end; Paper #2: Details
March 29
About Toni Morrison; Sula 3-85; Vocabulary Quiz
April 3
Sula 89-end; Paper #2: Details
*Begin brainstorming for Paper #2

April 5
Review Sample Paper (in-class) 

*Email working thesis to professor for Paper #2 by 8pm, April 9 (in body of email)

April 10
Paper #2 Thesis Check; Literary Criticism; Vocabulary Quiz
April 12
Active/Passive Voice: Longman 10C.3, 18E; Singular/Plural Subjects: Longman 19B.3, 19B.4; Agreement: Longman 19C, Chapter 23  
*Paper #2, Draft #1 (3 pages, at least 2 secondary sources): email group members and upload to Blackboard by Sunday, 8pm

April 17
Workshop Paper #2, Draft #1; Parallelism: Longman Chapter 27; Appropriate Words: Longman 29; Avoiding Wordiness: Longman Chapter 31
April 19
Oral Presentations: Details; Longman Chapter 15 
*Paper #2, Draft #2 (4 pages, at least 3 secondary sources): email group members and upload to Blackboard by Sunday, 8pm

April 24
Workshop Paper #2, Draft #2; Mini-conferences
April 26
Mini-conferences
May 1
Oral Presentations; Review for Final Exam
May 3
Oral Presentations
*Final Portfolio due Friday, May 4, 1pm; portfolio contains all work contributing to the final paper (drafts, feedback, rhetorical analysis and so forth). 
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