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Annotated Curriculum Vitae - Fall 2019
Richard Claycombe

- Teaching -


Western New England College (WNEC) - 1978 to 1981


McDaniel College - 1981 to present

Courses:  17 courses that I teach or have taught are listed below.

2000 Level or Below

Intro Economics Topics – one of our new intro courses, taught first time in spring 2018 


Introduction to Political Economy - a nonmajors course; developed at McDaniel; changed books in summer 1986 and again in 1993.  I haven't taught it since then.


Principles of Economics - first taught at WNEC(two courses);
changed books at McDaniel (one course 1981) and changed again 1993.  In 1985 I introduced computerized simulations where students applied textbook concepts to manage firms.  When we changed to 4 credit courses, our two-semester principles course was consolidated
to one course and the simulations were discontinued there.  I switched to the intermediate micro course and developed simulations suited to students at that level.


Statistics (two courses) - developed at McDaniel.  I review students' homework in these courses to identify problems that need explanation in class.  In second semester statistics, I changed texts in the early and then late nineties.   Howard Orenstein and I lead the college to acquire SPSS software for what is now known as the Windows lab.  This highly employed lab serves classes from economics, statistics, psychology, communications, sociology and graduate classes.  Cooperation among the faculty makes this possible.  There has been official discussion of giving up SPSS for something cheaper.  I have said that I value SPSS, but would consider something cheaper such as Minitab.  For now we still have SPSS.
Environmental Economics – introduced in 2006.  As described above, I wanted to create a course that would serve the environmental program.  I use a book that presumes no economics principles prerequisite and that provides the necessary principles to develop some good environmental models.  Our majors can take it, but they only get upper level economics credit for if they write a substantially longer and more sophisticated paper than the regular students.  This one of the slightly irregular things that we have to do to serve multiple purposes at a small college.  The environmental students in 06 found the course tough, though they may just not have been accustomed to the grading standards that we have in economics.  I would have offered it again in fall 08, but I had a substantial fall off my bicycle in summer of 08 and had to take the fall off.  John Olsh got someone from Baltimore to teach it.  All I know about that is that he gave higher grades than I did.
Nanotech – Guest lecturer

Last fall Melanie Nilsson asked me(and others) to contribute to her Nanotechnology SIS course.  I didn’t even know what nanotech was but I looked into it and found a organization ( the Center for Responsible Nanotechnology, www.crnano.org) to that is organized to raise concern about dangers in this field.   Among their concerns is that the creation of monopoly and harm that might come to the economy because of this.  I was inspired to develop a presentation that developed the necessary principles to analyze the validity of their concerns. With the hour and a half that I had, I think I did a decent job with the topic.  I guess I’ll be invited to do this each year.
3000 Level - in these courses I assign and grade written problems or short answer questions on a regular basis.  Other features of these courses are described below.


Intermediate Microeconomic Theory - first taught at WNEC; changed books at McDaniel in 81 and again in 89.  When we changed to 4 credit courses, I developed 5 simulations for the micro course and have taught it exclusively since then.  (In the fall of 08 Kevin McKintyre taught it (without the labs) on short notice after I had my bicycle fall the preceding summer and had to take the semester off.)  The students write lab reports for four of the simulations. I grade these as if they were essays or short term papers.


Industrial Organization and Public Policy - developed at McDaniel; includes a computer simulation where students experience collusion and competition and are evaluated via a journal that they keep of their calculations and strategies. When we changed to 4 credit courses, I added a research paper.  I changed books in fall 05 when the book I used went out print.  The new book seems to work well, although there is some tough material in it that the 09 students had trouble with.  I’ll play special attention to those models next time.

Managerial Economics - first taught at WNEC as an MBA course; changed books and considerably revised the course to fit into an economics major at McDaniel.  When Spss software was in place, I added it to the course.  When we changed to 4 credit courses, I added a substantial capstone exercise.  Since the last review, I changed books twice.  The book I had used for years went out print and I found a new one that used successfully for three years, then they had a substantial shift away from the original content of the book and it no longer worked for me.  So I got another book for last spring, which seems to work well, but I had to revise the course yet again.  This book includes the use of Excel optimizer to solve problems, which I added to the course with apparent success.
4000 Level


Economic Seminar – introduced fall of 2017 to serve as the capstone of the econ major, replacing History of Economic Thought as the capstone

January Term - I haven't offered these since January terms became optional in the mid eighties.


Topics in Political Economy - a nonmajors course developed at McDaniel 

Economics of Regulation - offered for upper level credit and developed at McDaniel

Other Courses; developed at WNEC and not taught since 1981


Econometrics


Government and Economic Policy

Miscellaneous Contributions to Departmental and College Program


Student Advising: around 10 advisees per year until the students from Budapest dwindled

Department Library Representative till about 2010

Publications and Research

Articles (Chronological)

      "Participation in Craft Occupations and Craft Vocational Education:

A Comparison of Influencing Factors,"   Journal of Behavioral Economics, Summer 1982, pp 1-37.

       "Minicomputer Simulations for Industrial Organization," Proceedings of the Eastern Small College Computer Conference, 1986, pp. 154-159.

      "Time Horizons and Turnover of Young Craftsmen,” Journal of Behavioral  Economics, Winter 1987, pp. 19-31.

       "The Wife's Wage and the Division of Work at Home,” The American Economist, Fall 1987, pp. 13-21.

       "Minicomputer Simulations for Industrial Organization: Revisited," Practicum on Computing in Economics: Gettysburg College, 1987, pp. 51-53.

       "Wages, Corners and the Wife's Work at Home," The American Economist, Fall 1989, pp. 64-67.

       "Economies of Scale and Entry in Spatial Markets,"  The Journal of Regional Science, May 1990, pp. 269-280.

       "Spatial Retail Markets," The International Journal of Industrial Organization, June 1991, 303-313.

       "Spatial Price Discrimination and Mill Pricing: Hypermobile Multiplant Monopoly," Journal of Industrial Economics, December 1991, 723-728.

        "Spatial Aspects of Retail Market Structure: Beef Prices Revisited," The International Journal of Industrial Organization,  (With Tamara Mahan '91), 11, 1993, 283-291.

         "Spatial Aspects of Retail Market Structure: The BLS and ERS Data Revisited," (assisted by David Skeehan '92), Empirica, 22, 71-76, 1995.


"Mill Pricing and Spatial Price Discrimination:  Monopoly Performance and Location With Spatial Retail Markets," Journal of Regional Science, 36, 111-127, 1996.


"Cournot Retail Chains," Journal of Regional Science, 38, 481-494, 1998.


"The Effects of Market Structure on Prices of Clothing and Household Furnishings,” The International Journal of Industrial Organization, 18, 693-844, 2000, assisted by David Skeehan '92.        


Articles Refereed

Note that while I haven’t published anything lately, I wasl called upon to referee papers.

     Aczel and Fullam,  "An Econometric Model for U.S. Consumption of Motor Gasoline," reviewed for the American Economist, July 1984

     Yamada and Yamada, "Fertility and the Employment of Married Women: An Empirical Evidence from the 1980 Population Census of Japan," reviewed for the American Economist, June 1985


Hwang and Mai "Location as an Endogenous Variable in Spatial Markets," reviewed for the American Economic Review, May 1988 and revised version March 1989


Takahashi and Palma, "A Unified Treatment of the Segment and the Circular Market Models," reviewed for the Journal of Industrial Economics, June 1991


Spiegel, " 'Meet the Competition' as an Equilibrium Pricing Policy in Spatially Differentiated Oligolistic Markets," reviewed for the Journal of Industrial Economics, July 1992


Fisher, " Product Variety and Consumer Search," reviewed for the Journal of Industrial Economics, June 1993


Chang and Park, "Optimal Transfer Price in a Vertically Related and Imperfectly Competitive Market," reviewed for the International Journal of Industrial Organization, July 1993


"On the Economics of Competitive Retailing: Markup Policy and Vertical Selling Relations," reviewed for the American Economic Review, August, 1993


"Welfare Implications of Spatial Monopoly vs. Mill Pricing:  A Comparison . . . Non-linear Demand" reviewed for Journal of Industrial Economics, February 1995.


“Spatial Pricing and Production Location of an Agroindustrial  Monopsony”  reviewed for the American Economic Review, October, 1996


“The Wheel of Retailing”  reviewed for the American Economic Review, May 1999


"Loschian Competition in an Emerging Retail Industry," reviewed for Geographical Analysis, June 2000


"The Relationship Between Local Market Profitability and Selected Structural and Economic Measures in the U.S. Banking Industry," reviewed for the Review of Industrial Organization,  January, 2001

"Investigating Local Concentration Processes in the Vienna Food-Retailing Market: An Application of the Dual Kernel Density Estimation Method,"  reviewed for Papers in Regional Science, November, 2002


"Do Motor Fuel Sales-Below-Cost Laws Lower Prices," reviewed for the Southern Economic Journal, October, 2003


"The Moral of Spatial Price Discrimination,"  reviewed for Papers in Regional Science, November, 2005


" Asymmetric Competition on Commuter Routes:," reviewed for the Southern Economic Journal, December 2005


“"Does Economic Space Matter to the Welfare Effects of Pricing Regulations?"  reviewed for the Journal of Regional Science,  January 2008


"Trip Chaining: Who Wins Who Loses?" reviewed for Journal of Economics & Management Strategy,   April  2008


Miscellaneous Writing and Professional Activity  (chronological)


"Perinal Trauma: Episiotomy Verses No Episiotomy", with Deborah Milstein, 94.  I provided the statistical work for this paper and hoped that it would publish in a medical journal, but Debby had other priorities and let it drop.

"Spatial Aspects of Retail Market Structure in Gasoline Markets,” assisted by Tolga Oktay '94, Barna Berenyi, '00 and Erin Carter.  This is the last of this sort of work from me.  It was not published, not I think, because it wasn’t as good as other papers of this sort that I did publish.  In fact, I hoped it would publish in part because it was technically superior to the earlier papers.  Mostly I think spatial papers were going out of style; not so much interest anymore.  Or maybe my technical skills are not that impressive to most economists these days.  In any case, I don’t have more models like this in mind.

"Minimum wage effects in New Jersey Revisited," assisted by Tim Collins '96, Dan Coleman '96, David Ryker '97, David Massey '95, Jill Forsythe '97 and Ryan John '97.  This was another project that fell short.  I was unable to get data that I needed from an economist at Michigan.


"Evaluation of Cabral, Introduction to Industrial Organization," 1999


"The Danger of Medical Price Controls," letter to editor, Wall Street Journal, May 9,1994


"Evaluation of Stockman, Introduction to Economics," 1993


"Evaluation of Lipsey, Steiner, Purvis and Courant, Economics," 1992


"Evaluation of Fusfeld/Averitt, Economics," 1990


"Good Deals at the Movies, the Airport and the Ball Park: Who Gets Them and Why," 1989


"Using MICROSIM in Principles of Economics Classes," workshop, Mid-Atlantic Conference On College Teaching and Classroom Research, March 19, 1988.

    "The Minimum Wage,"  letter to the editor, The Washington Post National Weekly, January 3, 1988

     "Market Segmentation, the Unserved Market and Crossover,"  1987 

     "1985 Westminster Housing Survey," a study done with Ethan Seidel for the City of Westminster

     "Contestable Markets: New Use of Old Ideas in Industrial Organization,"

the product of preempted research - used  in my Econ 327 supplement, 1984

     "Protecting American Industry: An Issue for November," essay requested by the March 15, 1984,  Phoenix

      "A Monetary Fix," letter to the editor, Newsweek, February 14, 1983

    "Competition Versus Inflation," an essay sent to Newsweek as a follow-up to my letter published therein


Faculty Committees (with selected descriptions)

Faculty Council

Sabbatical Replacement - Fall 1982 

Regular Term - Fall 1983 to Spring 1986

Secretary - Fall 1984 to Spring 1985

Sabbatical Replacement - Fall 1988

Admissions and Standards

Term - Fall 1984 to Spring 1987

Chair - Fall 1986 to Spring 1987

Term - Fall 1992 to Spring 1995

Chair - Fall 1994 to Spring 1995

(Although not a member of the committee, in 1996 I was recruited to calculate the likely effect of a switch to +/- grading on GPA’s, when the issue came before the faculty the second time.)

Academic Planning

Term -  Fall 1986 to Spring 1987

Sabbatical Replacement - Spring 2001

Sabbatical Replacement - Spring 2002 (in addition to regular duties, members of this committee also served on a joint committee with the Curriculum Com. to discuss possible revisions in the BLARS)

Athletic Council 

Term - Fall 1992 to Spring 1995

Budget Committee

Term - Fall 1998 to Spring 2001

Curriculum Committee

Term – Fall 2006 to Spring 2009  (I was particularly interested in service here at this point in time because the new curriculum was being created at this time.)
Chair – Fall 2007 to Spring 2008   (This was the year that the SIS courses were approved.)

Curriculum Implementation Subcommittee – Quantitative Courses

Term – Fall 2005 to Spring 2006
Faculty Technology Committee

Sabbatical Replacement - Fall 2009
Long Range Planning

Sabbatical Replacement - Fall 1998 to Spring 1999

Honor and Conduct Board

Term - Fall 1988 to Spring 1991

Term - Fall 1997 to Spring 2000

Middle States - Outcomes Assessment

Term - Spring 1991 to Summer 1992

Middle States – Institutional Outcomes Assessment

Term - Spring 2001 to Jan. 2002 (I did this during my sabbatical.)

Retention Task Force

Spring and Summer 1993


Institutional Research

For some time I have collected a scientific sample from the college student population as an exercise in my second semester statistics course.  I try to choose a topic that will help us make more informed decisions.  Topics in recent years were as shown below.


Year
Topic


2010 
Student Attitude Toward the New Time Codes (this also included tabulations of course offerings )



2006
Student Attitude Toward the New Curriculum


2005
Survey for Carroll County Commissioners (received a National  Association of Counties Achievement Award)

2003
Student Priorities for Campus Facilities


2002
Blars assessment


2001
Honor code 2 years after change


2000
Alcohol Policy


1999
Honor code – what should it be?


1998
why students come to WMC


1997
4 credit courses – content thereof


Professional Associations

American Economic Association - 1978 to present

Chesapeake Association of Economic Educators - 1981 to 2009

- Corresponding Secretary: Fall 1986 to 2009

(Years ago, I created a web page for the CAEE.  Recipients of my CAEE emails were invited to visit it, but the CAEE formally disbanded in 2009.  I need to take it off my web page!, but still on my page now if you want to look at it)  I played a supporting role in this process, by sending the Nancy Williams’ messages to the historic membership for due process in the procedure.  Nancy is on the Loyola faculty and was the treasurer.  She took the lead in the disbursement of the organization’s funds.)
